
Welcome to Western
Western Washington University is a dynamic, innovative, and challenging 
public university considered to be among the foremost in the Pacific Northwest.  
Recognized for excellence in undergraduate education, an increasingly diverse 
and multicultural learning environment, and a strong sense of community, 
Western may be the university for you.

Why Western?
Ideal Size
With 13,500 students and approximately 160 academic programs, Western has 
the resources, student body, and diversity of a large state institution, but the 
intimate learning environment one expects from a smaller liberal arts college. 
Seventy-seven percent of class sections have 30 or fewer students, and faculty 
make an effort to get to know their students.

OUTSTANDING REPUTATION
Western is focused on educating undergraduate students to excel in the world 
and workforce. Thanks to our talented faculty and distinctive approach to  
liberal arts education, U.S. News and World Report magazine has ranked Western 
as one of the top two regional public universities in the West — a region ranging 
from Texas to Washington — for eleven years in a row.

active students
Opportunities for involvement and leadership abound in student government, 
the Residence Hall Association, and more than 200 cultural, academic,  
recreational, religious, social, and political clubs and organizations. Western 
offers something for everyone!

Many students spend their free time at the state-of-the-art Wade King Student 
Recreation Center. A wide variety of intramural and club sports, as well as 
numerous outdoor excursions led by Western’s Outdoor Center, are great ways 
to combine exercise and fun.  

great location
Water, mountains, and everything in between — Bellingham has it all! The Puget 
Sound and San Juan Islands lie directly to the west; Mt. Baker and the North  
Cascades Mountain Range are an hour to the east. Right next to campus, beautiful 
forested hillsides are the gateway to miles of trails for walking and running. 
Western’s natural setting also provides outstanding research opportunities.

A city of 75,000, Bellingham offers small town benefits — friendliness, safety, 
and convenience — as well as many of the opportunities of a larger city. With 
over 200 restaurants, four movie theaters, an abundance of parks, a mall, and a  
thriving downtown, there is no shortage of things to do. And with Vancouver, 
British Columbia, just an hour to the north and Seattle, Washington, just an hour 
and a half to the south, Western students have easy access to big city life.

services for international students
International Programs and Exchanges provides a variety of academic and  
support services for international students. These include orientation for new 
students, counseling and advising, information and referral to campus and  
community resources, and advisement on immigration concerns.

The Ethnic Student Center (ESC) is an additional resource for international 
students. The ESC supports numerous student clubs, and provides students with 
an active place for cultural programming and meetings. Additionally, the ESC 
is a welcoming place to study, eat, talk, and just hang out.

Office of Admissions 
Western Washington University
516 High Street
Bellingham, WA  98225-9009
Phone: 	 (360) 650-3440
Fax: 	 (360) 650-7369
Website:	 admissions.wwu.edu
Email: 	 admit@wwu.edu

Bellingham online:
www.bellingham.org

admissions.wwu.edu/bellingham
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• Online application

• Academic departments
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Admission to Western Washington University
The Office of Admissions will answer any questions you have about your application, provide 
your admissions decision, and determine the transferability of any previous coursework. We 
are here to make your transition to Western as easy as possible. 

Admission Criteria 
Admission to Western is selective. Cumulative academic achievement is the most important 
factor in the application review. Level and difficulty of courses, grade trends, school and 
community involvement, special talents, strength of character, and personal circumstances 
are also valued. 
	 Applicants should have completed foundation course work in English, humanities, 
mathematics, natural/physical sciences and social sciences. Academic course work and 
experiences related to one’s academic area of interest may strengthen the application of transfer 
students. 
	 The Admissions Committee believes that potential is measured by more than grades and 
test scores. All applicants are encouraged to help the Admissions Committee get to know more 
about them by including an activities list or resume, and responding to as many of the essay 
questions as are relevant.   
	 All documents submitted with the application become the property of the Office of 
Admissions and will not be released to the student. Notarized copies of international transcripts 
are acceptable for the admissions decision; however, if admitted, the student must present the 
original upon request. 

English Language Proficiency
English proficiency is generally demonstrated by a minimum score on the TOEFL of 550 (paper-
based), 213 (computer-based), or 80 (internet-based). Transfer students whose TOEFL scores 
are below the minimum requirements may be admitted with an Academic English Program 
(AEP) provision if they have previously studied in the United States, earned a grade of B (3.0) 
or better in English 101 and English 102, and demonstrate strong academic potential.  Students 
who are unable to take the TOEFL may also be considered for admission with an AEP provision; 
however applications that include TOEFL results will be given the strongest consideration. 
Prior to course registration, AEP students meet with an AEP advisor to determine the extent 
of college-level English courses to be required during their first quarter at Western.
	 Official TOEFL scores should be sent directly from the Educational Testing Service to 
Western’s Office of Admissions and must be postmarked by published application deadlines. 
	 Contact TOEFL Services:
	 Website: www.toefl.org • Email: toefl@ets.org • Phone: (609) 771-7100
	

Conditional Undergraduate Admission
Western offers an Intensive English Program (IEP) and Conditional Admissions status to 
academically qualified transfer students who need additional English preparation before gaining 
full admission to Western Washington University. To be eligible for Conditional Admission, 
applicants must demonstrate academic achievement at the level required for general transfer 
admission and have a minimum TOEFL score of 500 (paper-based), 173 (computer-based), 
or 61 (internet-based). Before enrolling in their first credited class, Conditional Admission 
students must attend the IEP full-time for at least one quarter, take the IEP Academic English 
classes (academic preparation, writing, reading, and oral communication), and score at least 
520 (paper-based), 190 (computer-based), 80 (internet-based) on the TOEFL. Students may 
apply for Conditional Admission while enrolled in the IEP, or they may apply directly to the 
Office of Admissions. 
	 Contact Intensive English Program, Western Washington University:
	 Website: www.wwu.edu/depts.iep • Email: iep@cc.wwu.edu • Phone: (360) 650-3755

Financial Responsibility
Proof of sufficient funds is required prior to admission to Western and for the visa application 
process to gain entrance to the U.S.  Applicants need to complete the Statement of Financial 
Responsibility on the application for admission, demonstrating that they can meet Western’s 
estimated expenses for one year and that there is reasonable expectation that funds will be 
available for the complete course of study. 
	 Since it is difficult for international students to get jobs while in the U.S., these funds 
must be available from sources other than potential employment. Acceptable evidence may 
take the form of notarized bank statements in U.S. funds in the student’s name; a scholastic 
award letter from a foundation, agency, government, industry, etc.; or a notarized letter from 
an individual sponsor indicating willingness to provide support for the specified amount and 
accompanied by a verifying bank statement. 
	 Financial assistance is not available for undergraduate international students with 
the exception of a limited number of merit-based scholarships and MAP (Multicultural 
Achievement Program) scholarships that are based on information provided in the application 
for admission. 

Deadlines for Admission

All application materials, including 
official transcripts, must be postmarked 
by the deadline date.

Freshman
Summer/Fall....................... March 1 
(Applications not accepted other quarters.)

Transfer (Out of Country)
Summer/Fall ...................... March 1
(Applicants not currently attending a U.S.
or Canadian post-secondary institution
will only be accepted for this quarter.)

Transfer (from U.S. or 
                Canadian Institution)

Summer/Fall .........................April 1

Winter............................. October 1

Spring.............................January 15 

WWU
Application Checklist

❑	 Application form, signed and 		
	 dated; all items complete 

❑	 Non-refundable application fee 		
	 (U.S. $50), check or draft payable 	
	 through a U.S. bank (Note: credit 		
	 card payments are only accepted 		
	 with online applications.)

❑	 Official secondary and post-		
	 secondary school credentials,  
	 original or photocopies certified by 	
	 school, with English translations

❑	 Official TOEFL scores sent 		
	 from TOEFL office

❑	 Personal Essay
	 (Refer to Section 12 of application)

❑	 Statement of Financial
	 Responsibility, signed and dated, 

as well as verification of funds, 
signed by bank official

❑ 	Official SAT or ACT test scores 
ordered from the testing agency 
(freshman applicants and transfer 
applicants with fewer than 45 
completed quarter credits)

❑ 	�All application materials, including 
official transcripts, must be 
postmarked by the deadline date.





9. Standardized Tests		  \\

While not required, we invite you to include a list of your school and community activities, employment, awards, family involvement, 
volunteer work, etc. Feel free to highlight the activities that are most important to you. 

Except as noted in the English Language Proficiency section of the application packet, all international applicants whose native language 
is not English must prove proficiency in English by taking the standardized Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). See English 
Language Proficiency section of this packet for more information about TOEFL. 

Freshman applicants are also required to take the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT). To be received 
on time, you should take the test at least six weeks before the application deadline. If you are unable to take either of these tests, please 
provide a written explanation of why this requirement was not met. 

You must arrange to have scores sent directly from the testing agency. For unofficial use, report your highest scores and the date(s) you 
took the tests below. 
	 	         Highest Score	              Date Taken (Month/Year)

	 TOEFL	 ________________________________________________		

	 SAT	 ________________________________________________

	 ACT	 ________________________________________________

10. Academic Interests

11. Activities List/Resume

While major declaration typically occurs after enrollment at Western, you are encouraged to indicate majors and/or subject areas that 
interest you. This information will allow us to address your particular interests in future communications. Students with more than 
45 college credits are encouraged to review Western's website for degree requirements as progress toward an intended major may 
strengthen your application for admission. (Refer to the back page for a complete list of academic programs offered at Western.)

First choice: ______________________________________________   Second choice: _______________________________________________  

Special talent can have a positive impact on your application to Western. Please indicate if you are simultaneously applying to any of the 
programs below and refer to departmental websites for instructions. Please note that application deadlines vary by program.

o Art

o Music

o Fairhaven College of Interdisciplinary Studies

o Recreation (transfers & postbacs)

o Industrial Design (transfers & postbacs)

o Human Services (transfers & postbacs)

o TESOL (transfers & postbacs)

o Elementary Education (transfers & postbacs)

o Secondary Education (transfers & postbacs)

o Special Education (transfers & postbacs)

We believe potential is measured by more than grades and test scores. Help us get to know you — what you’re good at, what inspires 
you, what you stand for, and why Western is the right place for you to continue your education. Please note: the number of questions 
you respond to is up to you. 

•	 What do you want to make sure the Admissions Committee knows about you? (Explanation of academic record, passions/interests, 
memorable experiences, defining moments, etc.)

•	 If you are interested in a particular academic area, tell us why. Do you have a dream job in mind? If so, we’d love to hear about it. 

•	 Tell us how culture — either your own or your experience with others — has affected your outlook on the world. How have you 
contributed to a multicultural community and/or how will you promote multiculturalism at Western or in your career? (Required for 
applicants who wish to be considered for the Multicultural Achievement Program [MAP] Scholarship.) 

12. Personal Essay: Information about activities, goals, academic record, etc.

Please indicate if you have participated in any of the following activities and/or are interested 
in getting involved with them at Western. This information will help us address your specific 
interests in future communications.

13. Additional Information

o Academic clubs

o Athletics 

o Community service/ 
volunteer work

o Debate

o Ethnic/multicultural activities

o Leadership

o National Honor Society

o Outdoor activities

o Phi Theta Kappa

Have you visited Western’s campus? 
Please specify:

o Campus Tour
o Discovery Days/Transfer Days
o Western Fall Welcome
o Visited friends/family
o Sports Camp
o Business Week
o Summer Programs for Youth 
o College Quest
o Self-Tour
o Other: _______________________

o School newspaper/yearbook

o Study abroad

o Technology

o Theatre/music/art/dance

o Other:____________________



2009-2010 Academic Year

Fall Quarter 2009
September 23	 Classes begin

November 11	 No classes

November 26-27	 No classes

December 7-11	 Finals

Winter Quarter 2010
January 5	 Classes begin

January 18	 No classes

February 15	 No classes

March 15-19	 Finals

Spring Quarter 2010
March 30	 Classes begin

May 31	 No classes

June 7-11	 Finals

Visa Information
International students planning to study in the U.S. need a Certificate of Eligibility to apply 
for a student visa. This certificate, issued by Western Washington University’s International 
Programs and Exchanges Office, can be either the Form I-20 or the Form DS-2019. In general 
students will be given the Form I-20 (which is used in applying for the F-1 Visa); the Form 
DS-2019 (which is used in applying for the J-1 Visa) is rarely issued to regularly enrolled 
students. 
	 To qualify for a Certificate of Eligibility, a student must be formally admitted to the 
University for full-time study. This document is not issued to part-time students. 
	 Once the Certificate of Eligibility has been received, the student visa application process 
can begin. Application is made at the closest American Consulate or Consular Section of 
the American Embassy.  The Certificate of Eligibility, a valid passport, and proof of financial 
resources are required when applying for a student visa.

Important Health Information
Before entering Western, international students must have a physical examination. Since 
Student Health Services does not open until school begins, the physical exam must be done 
by a private physician. A test for tuberculosis and a measles vaccination will be required 
before you register for classes. 
	 When school is in session, Student Health Services has doctors and nurses available to 
serve ill or injured students. Special services include allergy therapy, contraceptive advice, 
health information, and women’s care. These services are covered by the mandatory Student 
Health fee unless special supplies are needed. 
	 In emergency situations or when Student Health Services is closed, students can obtain 
help from the emergency room at the local hospital; they will charge for all their services. It 
is strongly recommended that all students obtain health insurance because emergency 
health care in the U.S. can be very expensive. 

Academic and Career Advising
Western offers academic advising and support to students throughout their time on campus. 
Prior to declaring a major, the Academic Advising Office is a great resource for students 
who need help exploring their academic options, understanding Western’s curriculum, or 
feeling comfortable with academic procedures and policies. In addition to offering individual 
appointments with professional and peer advisors, Academic Advising also hosts a variety 
of workshops on topics such as study skills, note- and test-taking, and time-management. 
An assortment of free services is available on campus at three tutorial centers for general 
coursework, math, and writing. 
	 Upon declaration of a major, students are assigned a faculty advisor in their area of study.
	 Western professors are known for being accessible and helpful, and most serve as informal 
advisors and mentors long before students declare a major in their field. Departmental 
websites (available via www.wwu.edu) are another valuable resource for exploring options 
and learning more about major requirements. 
	 Western has an excellent record of preparing graduates for further education and rewarding 
careers.  The Career Services Center helps students examine career options, obtain internships, 
sharpen interview skills, and otherwise prepare for employment after Western.

Declaring a Major
While most students will not declare a major until they have completed at least 45 quarter 
credits and spent some time on Western’s campus, early academic planning is important. 
Most majors have required prerequisite coursework that should be completed during 
students’ first two years of college. Early preparation is particularly important for programs 
which require sequential coursework such as the sciences, environmental studies, music, 
art, computer science, engineering technology, and foreign languages. Comprehensive 
information about Western’s majors and appropriate preparation is available under “Major 
Guides” at www.wwu.edu/advising. 

On-Campus Housing
All students interested in living in a university-owned residence hall are able to do so.  Detailed 
on-campus housing information is provided at time of admission to Western.
	 The University provides traditional-style dorms, suites and apartments. Some buildings 
border a forested hillside, while others feature landscaped courtyards or spectacular views of 
Bellingham Bay. All rooms are equipped with beds, dressers, desks, and high-speed Ethernet 
connections; university-owned apartments also provide stoves and refrigerators.
	L iving on campus keeps students close to the heart of the University: near classes, the 
library, athletic facilities, campus activities, all three dining halls and ten campus eateries. 
Living in the residence halls is also a great way to meet people. From the day students move 
in, there are a variety of orientation activities and social programs to help everyone feel at 
home. 
	 Housing information is included in students’ admissions packets. 
	 For more information, contact University Residences: 
	 Website: housing.wwu.edu • Email: assign@housing.wwu.edu • Phone: (360) 650-6565

Estimated Expenses* 
for International Students

Tuition/Fees	 $ 17,166

On-campus Room/Board	 8,012
   (double room, unlimited meals)

Books & Supplies	 925

Transportation**	 1,362

Personal/Miscellaneous**	 1,722 

TOTAL	 $29,187

* Travel and summer expenses are not 
included. 

**Transportation costs and personal 
expenses may vary dramatically depending 
on lifestyle.

Acknowledgment & 
Notification
Applicants are generally notified of the 
admissions decision in writing within four 
weeks after the application deadline.  To 
accept the offer of admission, students must 
submit an Enrollment Confirmation form 
and a $250 enrollment fee for orientation and 
advising services. After you have paid your 
$250 enrollment fee, Western will provide the 
Certificate of Eligibility for the student visa. 



for undergraduate students

College of Humanities and  
Social Sciences

• 	 African American Studies 
minor

•	 American Cultural Studies
•	 Anthropology*
	 (Archaeology, Biocultural 

Anthropology)
•	 Anthropology/Biology
•	 Asian American Studies minor
•	 Behavioral Neuroscience
•	 Canadian American Studies
•	 Classical Studies minor
•	 Communication
•	 Communication Science and 

Disorders
•	 Community Health
•	 Criminology/Sociology of Law 

minor
•	 Diversity in Higher Education 

minor
•	 East Asian Studies
•	 English*
	 (Literature, Creative Writing)
•	 Eurasian Studies minor
•	 Film Studies minor
•	 Foreign Cultures minor
•	 Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,   		

Transgender Studies minor
•	 Health Promotion minor
•	 History*
•	 Humanities*  

(History of Culture, Religion  
and Culture)

•	 International Studies minor 
•	 Journalism 
	 (Public Relations, News-

Editorial, Visual Journalism)
•	 Journalism/Environmental 

Studies
•	 Latin American Studies minor
•	 Language major*
 	 (French, German, Japanese, 

Spanish)
•	 Language minor
	 (Chinese, Greek, Latin, Russian)
•	 Linguistics
•	 Native American Studies 

minor
•	 Philosophy
•	 Physical Education*/	

Exercise and Sport Science
	 (Fitness Science, Health and 

Fitness Specialist,  Pre-Health 
Care Professions, Pre-Physical 
Therapy, Sport Psychology)

•	 Politics/Philosophy/Economics

•	 Political Science*
•	 Population Studies minor
•	 Pre-Law
•	 Psychology
•	 Public History minor
•	 Raza Latina Studies minor
•	 Recreation
•	 Religion minor
•	 Sociology*
•	 Women’s Literature minor
•	 Women Studies minor
•	 Writing and Rhetoric Studies 

minor

College of Sciences and 
Technology

•	 Advanced Materials Science 
minor

•	 Behavioral Neuroscience
•	 Biology/Anthropology
•	 Biochemistry
•	 Biology*
	 (Cell Biology, Ecology, Evolution 

and Organismal Biology, 
Marine Biology)

•	 Cellular and Molecular Biology
•	 Chemistry*
•	 Computer Science
•	 Engineering Technology
	 (majors in: Electronics 

Engineering Technology, 
Industrial Design, Industrial 
Technology — CAD/CAM, 
Industrial Technology — 
Vehicle Design, Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology, 
Plastics Engineering 
Technology, Plastics 
Engineering Technology — 
Vehicle Engineering,  
Technology Education)

•	 Geology
	 (Environmental Geology, 

Geophysics)
•	 Internet Resources Creation 

and Management minor
•	 Mathematics*
	 (additional majors in:  

Applied Mathematics,  
Biology-Mathematics, 
Chemistry-Mathematics, 
Economics-Mathematics, 
Physics-Mathematics, 
Mathematics-Computer Science)

•	 Physics and Astronomy*
•	 Pre-Med

College of Fine and 
Performing Arts

•	 Art*
•	 Art-Design
•	 Art Education
•	 Art History
•	 Studio Art
	 (Ceramics, Drawing, Fibers 

and Fabrics, Inter and Mixed 
Media, Painting, Photography, 
Printmaking, Sculpture)

•	 Dance  
(Choreography, Performance)

•	 Music*
	 (Performance, Composition, 

Music History and Literature) 
•	 Music Education*
•	 Theatre Arts*
	 (Acting, Design, Directing, 

Dramatic Writing, Educational 
Drama, Technical Theatre)

Fairhaven College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies

With an emphasis on interactive 
learning and social justice, 
Fairhaven College is a small 
liberal arts college within 
WWU. Students work closely 
with faculty advisors to tailor 
their academic programs to 
meet individual interests and 
goals. An interdisciplinary focus 
and experiential learning are 
hallmarks of the Fairhaven 
experience. 

To find out more about 
Fairhaven’s supplemental 
application process, refer to 
www.wwu.edu/depts/fairhaven  
or contact Fairhaven Admissions 
at (360) 650-2976. 

College of Business  
and Economics

•	 Accounting
•	 Accounting/Computer Science
•	 Business Administration
 	 (Finance, Human Resource 

Management,  
International Business,

	 Management,  
Management Information 
Systems, Marketing,  
Operations Management)

•	 Economics*
	 (additional combined majors 

in: Economics/Accounting, 

Economics/Environmental 
Studies, Economics/
Mathematics, Economics/
Political Science, Economics/
Politics/Philosophy, Financial 
Economics)

•	 Manufacturing and Supply 
Chain Management

Huxley College  
of the Environment

•	 Environmental Education
	 (Community Education and 

Mass Communication, Outdoor 
Education and Interpretation)

•	 Environmental Science
	 (Environmental Chemistry, 

Environmental Toxicology, 
Freshwater Ecology, Marine 
Ecology, Terrestrial Ecology)

•	 Environmental Studies/
Journalism

•	 Geography*  
(Environmental and Resource 
Management, International: 
Society and Environment)

•	 Geographic Information 
Systems minor

•	 Planning and Environmental 
Policy 
(Disaster Reduction and 
Emergency Planning, Planning, 
Policy)

•	 Sustainable Design minor

Woodring College 
of Education

Professional studies leading to 
teaching certification in:

–	 Elementary Education
–	 Secondary Education
–	 Special Education

•	 Bilingual Education minor
•	 Human Services
•	 Teaching English to Speakers 

of Other Languages (TESOL) 
minor

Other Academic Options
•	 General Studies Major
•	 Honors Program
•	 International Studies and 

Exchanges
•	 Student/Faculty-Designed 

major

*  Related teaching 
endorsements are 
available.

PROGRAMS
Academic

For more detailed information, refer to www.wwu.edu/academics/majors.

The list below includes academic majors and concentrations, as well as minors and programs offering teacher certification. 


