Self-Guided Tour

from Wade King Student Recreation Center

EWESTERN

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

WWU Admissions Office | Old Main 200
If you have questions, visit us! We are open
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Welcome to Western!

This self-guided tour is designed to help you
explore Western and gain a sense of our
campus community and history. The tour’s
main route is wheelchair accessible. A campus
map is attached to this tour sheet to help guide
you. For more information, please contact the
Office of Admissions at (360) 650-3861 or visit our
website at admissions.wwu.edu.

On February 24, 1893, a tradition began
when Governor John H. McGraw signed
legislation creating the New Whatcom
Normal School. In 1937 the Normal School
became Western Washington  State
College, and in 1977, Western Washington
University. Western is the third largest public
university in Washington State with about
13,000 students enrolled. The student body
is approximately 56% female and 44% male,
15% of whom are students of color, and 93%
Washington residents. Western is organized
into seven academic colleges: the College
of Humanities and Social Sciences, the
College of Sciences and Technology,
Woodring College of Education, the
College of Fine and Performing Arts, the
College of Business and Economics, Huxley
College of the Environment, and Fairhaven
College of Interdisciplinary Studies.

When students are asked why they chose
Western over other options, they generally
say that academic quality, location, sense
of community, and size were most
influential in their decision-making process.
These responses reflect the national
attention Western has received in these
areas:

. For the past 10 years, U.S. News and World
Report has ranked Western the #2 regional
public university in the West, a region ranging
from Texas to Washington.

. In 2007, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine
rated Western among the Top 100 Best Values
in Public Colleges in the United States. Outside
(2001) and National Adventure (2004)
magazines rank Bellingham among the top ten
communities in the country for outdoor
enthusiasts.

. Western’s national leadership role in renewable
energy is another point of pride, and is a
demonstration of this community’s commitment
to the environment. Thanks to a student-led
initiative in 2004, Western purchases 100%
renewable energy, making the EPA’s Top Ten
list of renewable energy purchasing colleges in
the nation.

Begin your tour at the student-funded
WADE KING STUDENT RECREATION CENTER
(38, see attached map). The center
contains a six-lane lap pool, spa, rock-
climbing wall, weight and fitness center,
indoor jogging track, three-court gym and
multi-activity court for individual and
intramural use. Personal trainers are
available as well as nutritional consultation
and massage therapy. Students, faculty,
staff, and alumni members all have access
to this state-of-the-art facility. On the first
floor is the Rock’s Edge Café and lounge
where students can check out a wireless
laptop while enjoying a healthy smoothie.

Western’s intramural and club sports are
based out of the Recreation Center. The
club sports range from tae kwon do, men’s
and women’s rugby and lacrosse to skiing,
snowboarding, and water-skiing. The
opportunity also exists for students to
participate in more than 30 different
intramural sport activities, which take
place throughout the year. More than one
third of Western students, faculty, and staff
are involved in varsity athletics, intramurals,
and club sports.



As you look further south (past the gravel
parking lots) at the corner of Bill McDonald
Parkway and 21t Street, you will see the
CAMPUS SERVICES FACILITY (49). Within this
building is the Parking and Transportation
Office, the campus Police Department,
and the Student Health Center. The
Student Health Center is a primary care
medical clinic providing a broad range of
health care to students and is staffed by a
team of physicians, nurse practitioners,
registered nurses, and support staff. A
mandatory health fee that all students pay
covers general needs at the Health
Center, as well as counseling and wellness
services.

From here, the construction you see ahead
and to your left is the forthcoming
Academic Instructional Center, where the
departments of Psychology and
Communication Sciences and Disorders
will soon be located. Further east and
nestled in the trees is FAIRHAVEN COLLEGE
OF  INTERDISCIPLINARY  STUDIES  (31).
Founded in 1967, Fairhaven’s academic
programs stress independent learning, self-
designed majors, and narrative evaluation
of coursework. Fairhaven College consists
of a community of 400 students, all of
whom have access to the resources of the
university campus, but also enjoy class sizes
no larger than 20 students. The FAIRHAVEN
RESIDENCE COMPLEX (51), open to all
Western students, is located nearby and
includes a coffee shop, one of the three
main dining halls, the recording studio of
Fairhaven College, and a cooperative day
care center, all in 12 building stacks.

Rising above Fairhaven College and
spanning the length of campus is SEHOME
ARBORETUM, part of the Bellingham City
Park system. One of Western’s greatest
resources, Sehome Arboretum has many
miles of trails, offering both recreation and
an outdoor classsoom for hands-on
learning. From atop the Sehome
Arboretum lookout tower is a breathtaking

180 degree view which spans from the San
Juan Islands in the southeast, to Canada in
the north, to Mt. Baker in the east.

Beyond Fairhaven are the BIRNAM WOOD
APARTMENTS (36) and the BUCHANAN
TOWERS RESIDENCE HALL (32). Birnam
Wood, Ilocated along Bill McDonald
Parkway, offers fully furnished apartment
living for upper-classmen and students with
families. Buchanan Towers units have
kitchenettes and small common living
spaces between two double rooms.

Walk north past the track and turf of the
Recreation Center. To your right, behind
the construction, is the COMMUNICATIONS
FACILITY  (30), which houses the

departments of Communication,
Journalism, Physics/Astronomy, and
Computer Science. This is also the

headquarters of The Western Front, our bi-
weekly campus newspaper, The Planet,
our quarterly environmental magazine,
and the Klipsun, our bi-quarterly arts
magazine.

As you approach the first cluster of
academic buildings on south campus, you
will come upon PARKS HALL (39), straight
ahead and to the right. It is home of the
College of Business and Economics, and
the department of Communication
Sciences and Disorders. A speech,
pathology and hearing clinic on the first
floor provides students with practical work
experience. To your left you will see the
BIOLOGY BUILDING (42) connected by a
skybridge to the CHEMISTRY BUILDING (41).
Western’s chemistry and biochemistry
programs are among the strongest of their
kind in the country, and are unique by
providing numerous research opportunities
to undergraduates that would normally be
restricted to graduate students.

As you look at the forested hillside beyond
the Biology-Chemistry skybridge, you wiill
see the RIDGEWAY RESIDENTIAL COMPLEX



(29), familiarly known as “the Ridge.” A
recipient of several awards for
architectural excellence, the Ridge
includes one of Western’s three dining
halls, a general store, a sauna, and tennis
and basketball courts. Although the
Residence Halls on the Ridge have Greek
letters for names, we do not have sororities
or fraternities at Western. Feel free to take
any of the paths up to the Ridge and
explore the area.

The open area you are standing in is
HASKELL PLAZA (50), with grassy mounds
and colored bricks designed to echo the
San Juan Islands. The small, green, metal
people holding up rocks comprise Feats of
Strength by Tom Otterness. On the east
side of the courtyard is the
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES BUILDING (27),
home to the Department of Geology and
the internationally recognized Huxley
College of the Environment. Founded in
1968, Huxley is specifically dedicated to
the environmental sciences and remains
one of only three schools of its kind in the
nation. Geology and environmental
science laboratories throughout the
building provide students and faculty the
opportunity to engage in the most current
research conducted in the environmental
field. Step inside to take a closer look at
the geologic exhibits or the Huxley Map
Library, which is the second largest in the
state.

ARNTZEN HALL (26) is connected to the
Environmental Studies Building by a
skybridge, and is the center of many of the
social sciences at Western. The
departments of Sociology, Anthropology,
Political Science, Liberal Studies, and the
Center for Geography and Environmental
Social Sciences are found here. Arntzen
Atrium, with a coffee stand, market, and
pizza and sub shops, is a popular meeting
place for faculty and students.

Walk through Haskell Plaza, between Lloyd
Hamrol’s Log Ramps and Arntzen Hall. The
long brick building on your right is the ROSS
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY BUILDING (40),
the headquarters of Western’s Engineering
Technology programs. These include the
internationally renowned Vehicle Research
Institute (VRI), which produces human-
powered subs and the Viking, a solar-
powered car.

As you pass Wright’s Triangle by metals
artist Richard Serra, look down the hill and
to your left at the SCIENCE MATH AND
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION BUILDING
(SMATE) (43). SMATE has five lecture halls
on the first floor with media stations
allowing for class presentations. This
technology is also available in most other
classrooms on Western’s campus. The
second floor of SMATE is home to the
Learning Resource Center, which provides
resources to students in Western’s teaching
program, as well as educators and
students in the community.

On your right is the FINE ARTS BUILDING (24)
and ART ANNEX (23). Studios, classrooms,
and a student gallery are complemented
by the Western Gallery, where
internationally recognized artists and
installations are  frequently hosted.
Admission to the gallery is free of charge.

Facing the Arts buildings is CARVER GYM
(22), home to the department of Physical
Education, Health and Recreation. Carver
includes a main gymnasium that seats
3,000, with five basketball courts, four
racquetball courts, a swimming pool, a
dance studio, a biomechanics and
physiology lab, and a fithess center. The
offices for Western’s varsity sports are also
based out of Carver Gym. The 15 NCAA
Division Il varsity sports range from
nationally ranked crew, track and field,
and basketball to football, soccer, and fast
pitch softball.



Continuing along the main walkway and
up the stairs, you will enter the heart of
Western’s campus. Originally known as
Waldo Field and the site of early Viking
gridiron battles (football games), RED
SQUARE is the “vilage green” of our
campus community. Outdoor concerts
and dances, sun-drenched study sessions,
and meeting friends between classes are
commonplace around Fisher Fountain, the
centerpiece of Red Square. Also notice
Isamu Noguchi’s Sky Viewing Sculpture, a
Western landmark. This sculpture, along
with the other pieces you have seen
throughout the tour route, comprise
Western’s nationally renowned outdoor
sculpture gallery.

On the east side of Red Square is MILLER
HALL (12), home of Woodring College of
Education and the department of
Psychology. On the first floor is Miller
Market, a popular spot on campus to grab
coffee or a bite to eat.

To the north you’ll see the salmon-colored
HUMANITIES BUILDING (14), which is home
to the departments of English, East Asian
Studies, Modern and Classical Languages,
and Linguistics. FRASER HALL (13) is the
small building in the north corner of Red
Square. It is often the setting for larger
introductory courses because it houses
three of the larger lecture halls on campus,
each of which holds approximately 200
students.

The average freshman class size is 38 and
senior-level classes hold an average of 18
students. In fact, 77% of classes have 30 or
fewer students and 5% of classes have 75
or more. Students agree that professors are
very receptive and welcome visitation
during their office hours, which all
professors hold during the week. The
student-to-faculty ratio is 23:1 with 86% of
faculty holding the highest degree in their
field.

To the south is BOND HALL (21), where you
will find the departments of History,
Philosophy and Mathematics, as well as a
math tutorial center. On the west side of
Bond Hall is the red and white brick
building of COLLEGE HALL (19). Originally a
men’s residence hall in the early part of
the century, College Hall houses the
nationally-ranked Honors Program, the
International Programs and Exchanges
Office, and the Writing Tutorial Center.

As you walk north through Red Square you
will come upon our two library buildings on
your left. HAGGARD HALL (20), the newer
building, is connected to WILSON LIBRARY
(15) by a skybridge. Wilson Library, which
was built in 1928, has been remodeled
several times over the years. It contains the
majority of the library collection, including
an assortment of videos and audio/visual
materials at the media desk. Haggard Hall
houses three 24-hour computer labs,
additional lecture halls, and circulation
and reference desks. Collectively these
buildings contain nearly one milion books
and periodicals, historical photographs,
rare books, campus history, and works by
Western faculty, staff, students, and alumni.
Students can easily search the library’s
database online and order materials to be
sent from other universities through an
inter-library loan service.

On the first floor of Haggard Hall is the
Student Technology Center and
Academic Technology Help Desk, both of
which provide students with network,
hardware, and software support services.
There are over 50 student computer
facilities on campus providing free access
to over 2,000 computers (approximately
15% are Apple computers). Western’s
student-to-computer ratio is 6:1, which is
one of the lowest (best!) among colleges
in the country. There is also wireless internet
access covering most of campus and free
laptop checkout available in several
locations. In addition, all University



Residences buildings offer computer labs
and direct connections to the internet
from students’ rooms.

Past Wilson Library is OLD MAIN (11), the
original Normal School building that was
built in 1896. OId Main houses most of the
University’s administrative offices including
Academic Advising, Admissions, Financial
Aid, disAbility Resources for Students, the
Scholarship Center, the Tutorial Center, the
Center for Student Work Experience, and
the Career Services Center.

Continue north and stroll along Memory
Walk in front of Old Main, where marble
slabs cover time capsules. Decades of
graduating classes have placed
mementos within these before making
their final procession to commencement.

Follow the path to EDENS HALL (5), the
grand historic building fronting High Street.
Built in 1921 as the Whatcom Normal
School dormitory, Edens was renovated in
the 1990s, with the main floor now home to
University Residences offices, and the
second through fourth floors home to more
than 120 students. Edens is one of the halls
on campus that is designated as a quiet
hall and typically houses only upper-
division students.

It is highly recommended, though not
required, that students live on campus their
first year. Approximately 94% of incoming
freshmen and one-third of new transfer
students live on campus their first year, and
about 60% of these students continue living
on campus their second year. At any one
time, 40% of the total student body lives on
campus with housing available to more
than 3,900 students.

Going further north along High Street will
take you to the north campus residential
community, including NASH HALL (2),
MATHES HALL (1), HIGGINSON HALL (3), and
EDENS NORTH (4). Many floors in this area

(in addition to several in Fairhaven and on
the Ridgeway Complex) are designated
alcohol-free communities for students who
choose not to drink alcohol even if they are
21.

As you head south up High Street, you wiill
pass by the VIKING COMMONS (7), one of
Western’s three dining halls. The Viking
Commons is generally used by the
residents living in the north campus area,
though students are welcome to eat at
any of the three dining halls. Although the
dining halls primarily serve students with
meal plans, the halls are open for use by
students, staff, and visitors. There are many
different meal options to choose from and
University Dining Services strives to ensure
that all students’ needs are met, whether
nutritional, medical, or otherwise.

Past the Viking Commons is the VIKING
UNION (8). The covered walkway leading
to its main doors is Vendor’s Row, where
local merchants sell food and artisans
display their wares daily. Next to Vendor’s
Row is the STUDENT BOOKSTORE (10), which
is a perfect place to buy a general course
catalog or pick up a souvenir of your visit
to campus. The Viking Union is Western’s
hub of activity; the market and coffee
stand are popular places for students and
faculty to meet up and grab a bite to eat.
The VU is also the center of the Associated
Student government and  student-
supported offices. These range from the
Ethnic Student Center, LGBT Alliance, and
Social Issues Resource Center to the
Environmental and Recycling Centers,
KUGS radio station, and Outdoor Center.
More than 200 Associated Student clubs
are also based from here; they vary
between cultural, departmental, political,
religious, and special interest in nature. A
large coffeeshop with comfy couches, a
big-screen lecture hall where discounted
movies are shown weekly, and a student
art gallery can also be found on lower
floors.



Just outside the Viking Union is the
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PLAZA, with its
dramatic orange sculpture by Mark
DiSuvero entitled For Handel. Directly
below this sculpture are the numerous
rehearsal rooms of the PERFORMING ARTS
CENTER (PAC) (16). The PAC is home to the
College of Fine and Performing Arts,
including the departments of Music,
Dance and Theatre Arts. It plays an
important role in the cultural life of Western
and Northwest Washington, with both
student groups and international
performers taking the limelight in the 1,100-
seat Main Stage, the 700-seat Concert Hall,
or the 199-seat “Black Box” Underground
Theatre. On the top floor is an extensive
music library that can be searched
through the main library’s database.

As you conclude your tour, take a moment
to look out over the City of Belingham and
Belingham Bay. To the west, across
Belingham Bay, lies the Lummi Indian
Nation and beyond that, the San Juan
Islands. To the north is the Canadian
Coastal Range and on a clear evening,
you may be able to see the lights of
Vancouver, British Columbia, only 60 miles
away.

A pleasant one hour drive east takes
visitors to the heart of the Mt. Baker
Snoqualmie National Forest and to the
summit of the perpetually snow-capped
Mt. Baker. At 10,778 feet, Mt. Baker hosts
several active glaciers and is considered
one of the premier snowboarding and
skiing mountains in the US. The ability to
drive from the sub-alpine region to sea
level in about an hour provides Bellingham
residents with innumerable and various
outdoor activities.

Only five miles to the east is Lake
Whatcom, the fifth largest lake in
Washington State. On the lake, Western
owns a recreational facility known as

Lakewood, where kayaks, canoes,
windsurfing boards, and sailboats are
available for student use, as well as a day-
use cabin and volleyball nets. If you prefer
an overnight stay, then the rustic Viqueen
Lodge on Sinclair Island, also owned by
Western, is the place to go. Kayak
excursions, coordinated by the Outdoor
Center, take students to the Ilodge
regularly.

Thank you for visiting campus. We hope
you have enjoyed your tour, and that you
will join us to create your own Western
Washington University memories!
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